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The Holy Relationship 
 

Back in the fall of 1985 I cofounded a group of like-minded individuals who gathered for the purpose of 

studying religion and worshipping God. We brought our questions to God and fully believed and expected 

we would receive answers. We did. We were directed to organize ourselves after a certain manner and were 

given specific duties. One of my duties was to continue to receive revelation from God for the spiritual 

direction of the organization, to receive specific instructions for individuals who requested it, and to teach 

others in the group to receive this direction for themselves. 

 

A common recurring question was how the Lord felt about sexual relationships, so I put out this question 

and waited for an answer. Several weeks later while eating dinner the Voice started speaking to me, and I 

rushed to find a typewriter and some blank paper. I received a vision, a revelation, and a calling. 

 

The vision showed me the world as a maze with each of us trying to find the way out. The maze was laden 

with traps, pitfalls, false turns, and false answers. However, the Holy Spirit was there to guide us through. 

Sometimes we listened and sometimes we did not listen. However, I was impressed with the fact that the 

only sure way out was to constantly follow the Holy Spirit. 

 

The revelation went far beyond a discussion of sexual relationships. It taught me about human relationships 

in general. It said that our physical relationships were a mere shadow of the spiritual relationships which 

we could enjoy now and in the world to come. It taught me that every human relationship ought to take in 

the Holy Spirit as a third partner. It also taught me about the importance of all relationships - not just sexual 

relationships. Subsequent revelations taught me more about how holy relationships could change the world, 

the role of the Holy Spirit in transforming these relationships, and more about the nature of the Holy Spirit 

itself. 

 

The calling was a charge to teach the others in the group what I had learned about relationships. 

 

At this time, I never heard of A Course in Miracles. I was living in Los Angeles and about a week after the 

above events, I went up to Salt Lake City for a visit. While there I went to a business establishment I had 

never been before, met somebody I had not known before, was invited to his home, and there on the coffee 

table a found a copy of A Course in Miracles. Curious, I picked up the book and began to thumb through it. 

It claimed to be a book of sacred writing, dictated by the voice of Jesus, Himself. I didn’t have any problem 

with that, since I was also receiving direction and writing it down. 

 

For those not familiar with the book called A Course in Miracles, it is a book that was dictated ("revealed" 

in Mormonspeak, "channeled" in New Age-speak) in the 70's to a Jewish woman in New York City, who 

was a clinical psychologist with a PhD., and an avowed atheist. Nevertheless, the speaker in the book 

claims to be Jesus, and he describes the way to return to God and how to forgive our brothers and sisters. I 

find the language of this book to be most beautiful. This article shows how the some messages in this book 

confirmed revelations about human relationships, then I had previously received. 

 

As I read in the introduction “only minds can join”, and “whom God has joined no man can put asunder”, 

and “it is only on the level of the Christ mind that true union is possible”, I was thrilled. This was essential-

ly the same information I was receiving. I immediately recognized it as the truth. I realized that truth is 

truth and though it flows through different channels, it always comes from the same source. I read more of 

the book and found that I couldn’t put it down. Back in California, I bought my own copy and spent the 

next several years studying it. 

 

All these experiences changed my life. I had been running around living quite the wild life, but the 

knowledge I received convinced me to stop doing this and to settle down. I postulated the goal of having a 

holy relationship. I can’t say I searched for it, because it found me. A year later I found someone whom I 

have been with in such a relationship for over 30 years. 
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As I continued with our group for several more years, we began to discover that we had different goals and 

purposes, and so decided to part company. However, I have never lost the feeling that I had a spiritual call-

ing from God. I have been searching for direction on how to fulfill it. So in the following essay, I would 

like to teach what God has shown me about relationships, and what I have learned from my own experienc-

es, using the words and conceptual framework of ACIM.  

 

First off, I learned from the Course that what happened to me is in no way special. This knowledge is avail-

able to all, and we all have a calling to improve our lives and the world around us. In fact, we are told in the 

Course to bring our relationships to the Holy Spirit, who will transform them into holy relationships. 

 

The most fundamental thing the Course teaches is that we have to set aside our old experiences, prejudices 

and consider ourselves fools before God. The goal of the Course is to lead us to new experiences. Some-

times we have to be brought to a crisis in our lives which actually forces us to search for a better way. 

Wouldn’t it be much better if we just decided that we were going to be teachable? “Those who remember 

always that they know nothing, and who have become willing to learn everything, will learn it”. 

 

Once we are humbled enough to learn, we learn that there are two types of relationships: special relation-

ships and holy relationships. Special relationships are based on separation, loneliness, mutual weakness, 

and scarcity. They want to keep the relationship to themselves and shut the world out. They say is effect “I 

am half a person and I won’t be whole until I find that special person who will make me whole.” This 

whining sounds like the lyrics to a popular song. Special relationships take place only on the physical level. 

They are concerned with bodies, with all the attendant issues of sex, gender, and sexuality. The course 

teaches that a special relationship is not a relationship at all, nor is there any need for such a relationship. 

 

A holy relationship is based on love, mutual strength, mutual wholeness, and abundance. Each partner has 

looked within and realized that they are whole and complete, and thus enabled they are in a position to 

grant beingness to their brother on the same basis. Those who share in a holy relationship see no differ-

ences and no separation. This relationship takes place on the spiritual level, for only minds, not bodies, can 

join. This relationship would extend itself to all the world. 

 

In a holy relationship there is total love, total agreement, and total communication. Salvation is communi-

cation. The willingness to communicate encourages more communication which encourages greater agree-

ment, greater love, and greater inclusion, and greater completion. God’s only need is to have us be com-

plete. And it is within the holy relationship that we experience this completion. 

 

A relationship is like a miracle. A holy relationship IS a miracle, and like miracles, there is no order in rela-

tionships. They either are or they are not. Women like to tell Dr. Laura on the radio that a bad relationship 

is better than no relationship at all. Dr. Laura and the Author of the Course would be ask “What relation-

ship?” The course says “An unholy relationship is no relationship”. 

 

The greatest thing that can be taught about holy relationships is that you take your special relationship and 

give it over to God and listen to the Holy Spirit who will “teach you the only meaning of relationships. For 

God created the only relationship that has meaning, and that is His relationship with you.” 

 

The holy relationship is the host holy function we can enter into in this world. The Sonship must be reunit-

ed, and this happens two people at a time. “The holy relationship is the expression of the holy instant in 

living in this world.” The course calls the Holy Spirit “the Redeemer of relationships.” The holy relation-

ship is the key to peace. If we really want peace, we must join with other minds, for that is how peace is 

obtained. Your holy brother is holding out a gift to you, and you to him. The gift he offers is himself, un-

conditionally. The gift you offer is yourself, unconditionally. This is the purpose of holy relationships. 

 

Unlike a special relationship which is exclusive, a holy relationship is inclusive.  Does this mean that we 

can have more than one holy relationship? I believe the Course teaches that the answer is “yes”.  Every 

form of human relationship could and should be holy. 
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How to we create a holy relationship? The answer is so simple most people will scoff and not even try it. 

The answer is to give the relationship over to the Holy Spirit who will transform the relationship and teach 

you what to do. So, all it takes is a willingness to try a different way. To choose again. Beyond that, you 

need do nothing. 

 

A holy relationship is a foretaste of the relationship we should have with god.  

 

“Two minds with one intent become so strong that what they will becomes the Will of God. For 

minds can only join in truth.”  

 

“The light that joins you and your brother shines throughout the universe, and because it joins you 

and him, so it makes you and him one with your Creator. And in Him is all creation joined.”  

 

A holy relationship will make you holy, or to put it another way, you will not remain unholy. It will change 

you. How can joining with the mind of another not change you? How can being constantly taught by the 

Holy Spirit not change you? How can entering into the kind of relationship enjoyed by God not change 

you? 

 

In all this discussion we have only paid attention to the mind. Only minds can really join, and so the body is 

irrelevant. Minds don’t need bodies to communicate with other minds. To be clear, communication takes 

place on many levels: bodies communicating with other bodies in the physical realm; hearts communi-

cating with other hearts in the emotional realm; and spirit-to-spirit communication. But, here we are talking 

about minds joining minds in the mental realm. 

 

In Sunday School I learned that my body is a temple for the Holy Spirit. The Course teaches that the temple 

of the Holy Spirit is not a body, but a relationship. Ancient Judaism taught that the Holy Spirit was a fe-

male figure and that it was her duty and particular delight to hover near and bless those who had invited 

Her presence into their marriage. It is said that over the Ark of the Covenant are two golden cherubim, 

locked in erotic embrace and between them dwells the Holy Spirit. 

 

The holy relationship reaches beyond this world and into eternity because it has a timeless quality about it. 

Herein lies no separate will, nor the desire that anything be separate. They are one, even as Christ and the 

Father are one. Christ comes to what is like Himself, and what is more like Christ than a holy relationship? 

This is the closest we can come to heaven here on earth. 

 

Can you imagine two hearts beating as one, two minds working in unison, communicating without the need 

for bodies, standing in the holy place, together lifting the veil that hides the face of Christ from them? Then 

will you not share the vision of Christ, the mind of Christ, and the love of Christ, and will you not share His 

desire that this relation extend out to all? 

 

Is this pie in the sky? Why wait when the Course says we can have this now. I can tell you from my own 

experience, it is available now. “Those who seek the light are merely covering their eyes. The light is in 

them now. Enlightenment is but a recognition, not a change at all.” Earnest Holmes stated that the light you 

are searching for is the light you are searching with. 

 

What do we have to do to achieve heaven on earth? Well, first you have to sacrifice all your earthly posses-

sions and go live on a mountaintop. You have to crawl around on your hands and knees for 7 years observ-

ing a strict vow of silence save it be the ceaseless repetition of the 9 billion names of God. Then if you are 

lucky you might make it. NOT!! Well, actually, some have claimed to have done it that way, and who are 

we to judge? But the Course says its purpose is to save us time, so lets save some time, get off that moun-

tain, and come down to reality. 

 

First it has to start with us as individuals. We need to become complete, whole, and holy and know that we 

have no lack. This is more of a realization than a task. But we have to become whole with the Christ in us, 

or we are not truly whole. The Course says all we need is that “little willingness”. 
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Then we need to transform our relationships with the help of the Holy Spirit. We both need to be whole, 

complete people, who have invited the Holy Spirit into the relationship as a third partner, helping one an-

other along road to holiness. 

 


